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twelve great cities
of the world

wishes you a happy & prosperous 2009

The theme of our calendars has always revolved around 
Karnataka: its arts, culture, heritage, flora and fauna.  
This year we travel further afield.

The theme of the Brigade 2009 calendar begs two 
fundamental questions: What exactly is it that makes a city 
great? How objective and universal can a ranking of cities be?

By universal consensus, a great city has to offer a 
good quality of life and living to nurture its population; 
promote culture, education, entrepreneurship, the arts and 
a cosmopolitan style of life; attract business or industry and 
achieve a global presence.

We also have an entity known as the Global City or World 
City, a classification first suggested by American sociologist 
Saskia Sassen in 1991. Global cities are important nodal points 
in the global economic system, being prominent centres of 
trade, banking, finance, innovations and markets. They exert 
enormous influence and have a high concentration of skills and 
resources. In the early days of globalisation, only London, New 
York and Tokyo were global cities. Today there could be 20 
major and 50 minor global cities. (See lists on the last sheet).

Which still leaves us with the question: What makes a 
city great? There are many interrelated and interdependent 
attributes. In no particular order, they could be:  

affairs, international markets and international events.  

institutions, law firms, corporate headquarters and stock 
exchanges that have influence over the world economy.  

cultural institutions, such as museums and theatres. 
A great city has to encourage human contact and the free 

exchange of ideas and ideologies. It also has to be able to 
attract people who can fuel its vitality. Its environment should 
be healthy, basic amenities should be available to all and 
its water and air should be relatively unpolluted. It must be 
home to people who can promote and support the culture and 
lifestyle that are the outward signs of its preeminence.

Against the backdrop of these ideas, we set about trying to 
compile our own list of twelve great cities. In this task, we were 
greatly helped by surveys carried out by international consulting 
firms and publications. 

Of the twelve cities we selected, four seem to be 
uncontested entries: New York, London, Paris and Tokyo. The 
other eight may or may not win the same quick and unanimous 
approval. We realise you might have favourites that you miss 
seeing on these pages. So do we…especially Indian cities, the 
absence of which is discussed at the end of the calendar.

So without further ado, we warmly invite you to travel 
through twelve remarkable cities. Bon voyage.
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London: The Thames River, Houses of Parliament, Big Ben and London Eye, the second tallest ferris wheel in the world.

©BRIGADE GROUP

Brigade is one of India’s 

leading property development 

organisations. An established 

name, with a reputation for 

innovation, quality and trust, 

Brigade has a diverse portfolio 

of domains in property 

deve lopmen t — re s iden t ia l , 

commercial and hospitality—to its credit, in different cities in South India.

Our vision to provide world-class living and working environments has 

been strengthened by our ISO 9001:2000, ISO 14001:2004 (Environmental 

Management System) and OHSAS 18001:1999 (Occupational Health and 

Safety Assessment System) certifications. In addition to these achievements, 

Brigade featured in the prestigious “200 Best Under a Billion Dollar” 

Forbes List for the Asia Pacific region. In a poll by Construction World, 

Brigade was recognised as one of India’s Top Ten Builders for the second 

consecutive year.

With a strategy that focuses on leveraging our experience, expertise 

and established track record, Brigade is poised to achieve new heights in 

the rapidly growing real estate and hospitality business.

For a better quality of life,
upgrade to Brigade
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Holidays / Festivals in January

1 New Year’s Day (R)

8 Last Day of Muharram (C, S)

10 Second Saturday (S)

14 Makara Sankranthi / Pongal (S)

26 Republic Day (C, S)

S—State
C—Central 
R—Restricted

HULKUL BR IGADE CENTRE, THE CORPOR ATE OFFICE

B R I G A D E ’ S  D I V E R S E  P R O D U C T  M I X :

 

 

Corp. Office:  Brigade Enterprises Limited, 
Hulkul Brigade Centre, 82, Lavelle Rd, Bangalore 560 001 INDIA 

Ph: +91-80-4046 7600 / 41379 200     Fax: +91-80-2221 0784, 4137 9320     enquiry@brigadegroup.com

Chikmagalur: Kadur Nivas, Opp. Mountain View School, Vidyanagar, Chikmagalur 577 102

Cochin: No. 39/5993, Plot No. 213, Panampilly Nagar, Cochin.

Dubai:  P.O. Box No. 49191, #708, Atrium Center, Bank Street, Bur Dubai 
Ph: -04-355 5504     Mob: 050-188 604     Fax: -04-355 5541     dubai@brigadegroup.com

brigadegroup.com
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London
Population: 8.6 mn, Area: 1,620 sq km

When we refer to London today, we mean the City of London (also 
known as the ‘Square Mile’) and 
32 London boroughs. The River 
Thames, crossed by picturesque 
bridges, bisects the city. 

The capital of the United 
Kingdom is one of the richest and 
most expensive cities in the world 

and one of three “command centres” for the world economy. The 
city is a leading international business and financial centre and over 
50 of the country’s top listed companies, and over 100 of Europe’s 
top 500, are headquartered in central London. It also boasts of a 
range of universities, colleges and schools and is a centre of research 
and development.

Having been an important settlement for almost 2000 years, 
London’s history is richly dramatic. The city has seen Celtic, Roman, 
Saxon and Viking occupation; and survived Norman invasion, 
two great fires, the bubonic plague, revolts and aerial bombings. 
It has felt the influence of the English Renaissance and Industrial 
Revolution. Moving across various houses and dynasties, royal power 
has been concentrated in London since the 12th century.

The city’s diverse architecture echoes its history of conquest, 
destruction and rebuilding. The city’s royal past is reflected in 
gracious palaces, churches, cathedrals, buildings and monuments…
and numerous gardens and parks. Four World Heritage Sites reside 
in the city: the Palace of Westminster, Westminster Abbey and St 
Margaret’s Church; the Tower of London; the historic settlement of 
Greenwich; and the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. Monuments like 
Wellington Arch and Nelson’s Column in Trafalgar Square honour 
historical events and figures. One of London’s best loved landmarks 
may be the Big Ben, the great bell belonging to the clock in the 
clock tower of the Palace of Westminster. The Big Ben is the third 
largest free-standing clock tower in the world and the world’s largest 
four-faced, chiming clock.

London is considered one of the best cultural centres in the 
world. It is a vast cosmopolitan melting pot of people of diverse 
ethnicities, nationalities, religions and cultures (it reverberates to 
the sound of over 300 languages). It is home to 240 galleries and 
museums. The city’s music, art, entertainment and fashion industry 
are legendary. The best plays, dances and concerts are performed 
in its theatres. London’s West End, like New York’s Broadway, is 
reputed to offer the best theatre in the English-speaking world.

Tower Bridge over the Thames
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New York: Central Park, with the twin towers of the Time Warner Center to the right.

©BRIGADE GROUP

Holidays / Festivals in February

4 Madhvanavami (R)

14 Second Saturday (S)

23 Mahashivaratri (R)

1 inch = 2.54 cm
1 foot = 30.48 cm
1 metre = 3.281 feet
1 yard = 0.914 metre
1 km = 0.621 mile
1 mile = 1.609 km
1 sqm = 10.764 sft

1 sqm = 1.196 sq yards
1 sq yard = 0.836 sqm
1 acre = 43560 sft
1 acre = 0.4047 hectare
1 hectare = 2.471 acres
1 HP = 0.746 KW

Conversion Factors

S—State
C—Central 
R—Restricted
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Brigade pioneered the concept of ‘integrated enclaves’ in Bangalore.  

Conceptualised as self-contained communities, these enclaves contain 

apartment complexes, commercial and retail spaces, hotels, clubs, parks, 

water bodies, schools and parking facilities.

Brigade Metropolis, Mahadevapura, Whitefield Road

40-acre integrated enclave, close to the IT hub 
 

 

Brigade International School nearby

Brigade Gateway, Malleswaram-Rajajinagar

40 acre lifestyle enclave, right within the city 
 

We introduced Bangalore  

to a luxury called “enclave”...

+91-80-4046 7600 / 4137 9200 +91-80-4137 9320    enquiry@brigadegroup.com

brigadegroup.com
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New York City
Population: 19.0 mn, Area: 8,683 sq km

New York was founded as a commercial trading post by the Dutch in 
1624. Twenty-three years later, they bought it from the Native Lenape 
Indians for the grand sum of $24. Today, that investment has grown: 
into the largest and most populous city in the USA, the financial 
capital of the world and a centre for international affairs, hosting the 
UN headquarters in Manhattan. 

Located on the east coast of the USA, at the mouth of the 
Hudson River, New York is made up of five 
boroughs and several surrounding islands.

The vitality and vibrancy of New York may 
be its defining characteristic. It is one of the 
most culturally diverse cities in the world: 36% 
of its population was born outside the country 
and it is home to nearly 170 languages. 
New York is the birthplace and nucleus 
of many of America’s cultural and literary 
movements, and its visual and performing 
arts. New York’s Broadway theatre district (like 
London’s West End) is said to represent the 

highest level of commercial theatre in the English-speaking world.  
The city has over 500 art galleries and more than 2,000 arts and 
cultural organisations.

The most enduring and photographed image of New York is 
probably its incredible skyline, with a stunning combination of 
classic and modern architecture. The city can boast of 10 buildings 
that have, at different times, held the world’s tallest fully inhabitable 
building title. 

New York’s most iconic and inspiring monument may be the 
Statue of Liberty—a copper-clad, 92.99 m symbol of freedom and 
democracy. The statue was gifted to the USA by the people of 
France in 1886, in commemoration of the centenary of the signing of 
the United States Declaration of Independence.

Other famous skyscrapers would include the sadly-missed Twin 
Towers of the World Trade Center, the Chrysler Building, Citigroup 
Center and Rockefeller Center. (The last mentioned, a National 
Historic Landmark, is a complex of 19 commercial buildings  
covering 22 acres and housing a much-loved skating rink).

Another National Historic Landmark, precious to New Yorkers 
and visitors alike, is Central Park—a man-made oasis of green, 
spanning  250 acres in the heart of Manhattan’s high-rise landscape. 
The park has 250 acres of lawns, 7 waterbodies and more than 
26,000 trees.

The Statue of Liberty,
on Ellis Island in
New York Harbour
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CHANDRAMANA
UGADI

Paris: Along the Seine River, with the Eiffel Tower at the far end.

©BRIGADE GROUP
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Brigade PalmSprings, J.P. Nagar

Exclusive 3-bedroom apartments, set in a well connected area 

Brigade Petunia, 
Spacious 3- and 4-bedroom premium residences 

 

Brigade Odyssey, Convent Road

Brigade Crescent, Nandidurg Road

Brigade Courtyard, HMT Main Road

 

Luxury living options in Bangalore

Holidays / Festivals in March

10 Id-Meelad (C, S) / Holi (R)

13 Vishu (R)

(S)

27 Chandramana Ugadi (S)

S—State
C—Central 
R—Restricted3

Paris
Population: 9.9 mn, Area: 2,720 sq km

Located on the River Seine in northern France, Paris is the capital of 
France and its largest city, encompassing twenty municipal boroughs, 
and the islands of Île Saint-Louis and Île de la Cité. Its cityscape 
includes several hills, of which Montmartre is the highest, and the 
magnificent forest parks of Bois de Boulogne and Bois de Vincennes.

A timeless symbol of elegance, culture, fashion and 
sophistication, few cities can excite the imagination quite like Paris. 
The city seems to overflow with beauty: lush parks, gardens and 
squares; iconic landmarks; wide boulevards (the 17th century Champ 
Élysées has been called the most beautiful avenue in the world); 
high-fashion stores and boutiques, street cafés and restaurants. 

The Parisian love of culture is both a metaphor and a cliché. The 
French government has invested time, effort and financial resources 
in encouraging the arts and performing arts…and the result is evident 
in the city’s vibrant museums, theatres, galleries and concert halls. 
Paris is the throne of both haute couture and haute cuisine.  It has 
been the fashion capital of the world since the time of Louis XIV, and 
the legendary fashion houses of Paris command international respect, 
if not adulation. French cuisine, evolved from centuries of social 
and political change, has been honed to perfection and codified by 
various master-chefs. (Paris has nine Michelin restaurants.)

Paris is one of the world’s leading business centres, with 37 of 
the Fortune Global 500 companies. It is estimated to be Europe’s 
biggest city economy (2005). As a global city, Paris is home to 
international organisations like UNESCO and the International 
Chamber of Commerce (ICC).

The architecture of Paris is 
relatively modern. Napoleon III 
commissioned urban planner 
Baron Georges-Eugene Haussmann 
to remodel the city in the mid-
19th century.  Narrow streets and 
cramped houses were replaced by 
wide avenues and neo-classical 

stone buildings. Today, the classical is peppered with the post-
modern. The city’s most famous landmark is the Eiffel Tower—a 
global icon of France, the tallest structure in Paris and the most 
visited paid monument in the world. Designed by the engineer 
Gustave Eiffel, it stands 324 m tall (with antennas) and was built 
between 1887 and 1889 as the entrance arch for the Exposition 
Universelle—a World’s Fair marking the centennial celebration of the 
French Revolution.

The Arc de Triomphe Ph: +91-80-4046 7600 / 4137 9200      Fax: +91-80-4137 9320

brigadegroup.com
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April 2009

Tokyo: The up-market Harajuku shopping area.

©BRIGADE GROUP

Brigade Horizon, Siddhartha Layout

2- and 3-bedroom luxury apartments

Brigade Solitaire, Near Lalitha Mahal Palace

 

Brigade Citadel, 
3- and 4-bedroom apartments

Brigade Point, Gokulam Road

Office Space

Villas and Townships

Holidays / Festivals in April

3 Sri Ramanavami 
7 Mahaveera Jayanthi 
10 Good Friday 
11 Second Saturday 

27 Basava Jayanthi 
29 Sri Ramanuja Jayanthi / Sri Sankara Jayanthi 

S—State
C—Central 
R—Restricted
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Luxury living options in Mysore

4

Tokyo
Population: 35.7 mn,  Area: 13,500 sq km

The largest of Japan’s 6,800 islands and the capital of the country, 
Tokyo is located in the Kanto region of eastern Japan. Once named 
Edo, Tokyo was the capital of the Shoguns in the late 1500s. With 
their fall in 1867, and the return of power to the Emperor, Edo was 
renamed Tokyo and began its evolution as a showcase of Japan’s 
metamorphosis to modernity.

Today, Tokyo is one of the world’s great commercial and cultural 
centres and Asia’s most expensive city. Tokyo is also a place of 

delightful contradictions: cutting-
edge technology and skyscrapers 
exist alongside Shinto temples, 
traditional tea ceremonies and 
cherry blossom viewing. 

Comprising 23 city wards, 26 
cities, 5 towns, 8 villages and several 
islands, Tokyo is filled with futuristic 

skyscrapers, expressways, ultra-modern residential complexes,  
state-of-the-art sports facilities, designer boutiques and shopping 
malls, Parisian-style cafés, theatres, museums, discos, clubs, bars, 
pubs and restaurants…and even an oceanfront development and 
artificial island. Gardens of complex simplicity are everywhere: from 
the magnificent Dembo-in Garden (believed to have been made 
in the 17th century by Kobori Enshu, the genius of Zen landscape 
design) to the peaceful gardens that dot the ultra urban landscape of 
the Rappongi Hills complex.

Tokyo is ‘a bustling, state-of-the-art marketplace full of energy 
and humanity’. And Tokyo’s ‘humanity’—the densest in the 
country—is served by an incredibly efficient network of rail and 
underground lines that transport them across the city day and night. 

With real estate prices making tiny apartments very much 
the norm, most residents socialise out of the house. Tokyo has the 
largest fish market in the world and, according to recent estimates, a 
staggering 60,000 eateries. 

At the same time, Tokyo is a unique entity—because of the 
strong cultural threads that bind its past, present and vision for the 
future. The almost legendary Japanese respect for cultural traditions, 
rituals and festivals, and their reverence for politeness, courtesy, 
social hierarchy and harmony, show in the sense of order and calm 
that seems to tame the apparent chaos. Crime is low. In this original, 
ever-never changing culture, traditional arts and interests like kabuki, 
martial arts, origami, ikebana and Japanese painting thrive alongside 
the ballet, jazz, opera, baseball and football.

Senso-ji Shrine, Asakusa

Mysore Branch:  

brigadegroup.com
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Rome: Via della Conciliazione, leading to St Peter’s Basilica.

©BRIGADE GROUP

Summit 1 & 2 @ Brigade Metropolis 
Mahadevapura, Whitefield Road

Up to 800,000 sft with larger plate for IT / ITES / BPOs 
 

North Star @ Brigade Gateway 

 
Most ideal for corporate headquarters / regional offices 

 

Brigade Point 

Brigade Rubix 

Shops and Offices

Holidays / Festivals in May
S—State
C—Central 
R—Restricted

State-of-the-art office facilities by Brigade
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Rome
Population: 3.3 mn, Area: 1,285 sq km

Eternal City

seven hills. 

in 753 BC

the 4th century.

and insurance, electronics, energy, transport, aerospace and fashion. 

corporations and international agencies are headquartered here.

and nature reserves, it has one of the largest areas of green space 

periods in European history and the city has over 400 churches, 

UNESCO World 

70 AD and 80 AD

public contests and spectacles. It 

The magnificent Colosseum

Ph:        Fax: 

brigadegroup.com
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Singapore: The Singapore Harbour, with the Elgin Bridge and the Downtown Core in view.

©BRIGADE GROUP

State-of-the-art retail facilities by Brigade

Holidays / Festivals in June

13 Second Saturday (S)

Australia

USA and Canada

WORLD TIMES  

S—State
C—Central 
R—Restricted

ART IST ’S IMPRESS ION

Orion Mall @ Brigade Gateway, Malleswaram-Rajajinagar

 

Arcade @ Brigade Metropolis, 

Mall @ Brigade Metropolis—

Mall @ Banaswadi—

Residency Road—

Large Format Stores @ Hunsur Road, Mysore
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Singapore
Population: 4.4 mn, Area: 690 sq km

When Sir Stamford Raffles, of the British East India Company, 
established a trading post in Singapore in 1819, he began the process 
of turning a sleepy fishing village into one of the most important 
commercial and military centres of the Empire and the hub of British 
power in Southeast Asia. Though briefly taken over by the Japanese 
during World War II, it remained a Crown Colony till independence 
in 1959. Singapore joined the Federation of Malaysia, but broke 
away in 1965 to become an independent republic. Today, it is a 
representative democracy, with English as the administrative language 
and ethnic Chinese forming the majority. 

Located off the Malay Peninsula, joined to the mainland by 
a strait just one kilometre wide, the Republic of Singapore is the 

smallest nation in Southeast Asia and 
one of four city-states in the world. 
It includes 64 islets (among them 
the entertainment resort of Sentosa) 
and its harbour is the busiest in the 
world after Rotterdam.

Singapore is the fifth wealthiest 
country in the world in terms of 

GDP (PPP) per capita. Foreign direct investment and a state-led 
industrialisation drive have created a rich economy focused on 
electronics manufacturing, information technology, petrochemicals, 
pharmaceuticals, tourism, financial services, the traditional entrepôt 
trade (in which imported goods are re-exported with or without 
any additional processing or repackaging), and—more recently—
biotechnology, especially for stem cell research. 

Cosmopolitan Singapore is home to a fascinating mixture of 
people and cultures—Asians, Chinese, Indians, Americans, Burmese, 
Europeans, Indonesians and Japanese. This has given rise to ethnic 
enclaves like Chinatown, Arab Street, Serangoon Road (a ‘Little 
India’) and Padang Square (with colonial associations like cricket 
lawns and cathedrals). Each area has its distinctive architecture, 
customs and cuisine. Colonial Singapore is well preserved and 
features landmarks like the world-famous Raffles Hotel.  

The city has lavish luxury shopping arcades (Orchard Road is 
the Fifth Avenue of the east); mosques, temples and synagogues; 
night markets; street opera; performing arts centre and museums 
and galleries. The fusion of cultures has made Singapore a culinary 
paradise, with a vibrant street food culture and a profusion of cafés 
and restaurants. Botanic Gardens, landscaped parkland, an open zoo 
and bird park complete the picture.

Merlion Statue

brigadegroup.com

June—Front B r i g a d e  g r o u p ’ s  C a l e n d a r  2 0 0 9

June—Back B r i g a d e  g r o u p ’ s  C a l e n d a r  2 0 0 9



July—Front B r i g a d e  g r o u p ’ s  C a l e n d a r  2 0 0 9

For a better quality of life,
upgrade to Brigade

G R O U P
BRIGADE

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

July 2009

BRIGADE
ANNUAL DAY

Hong Kong: The famous 9-lane Gloucester Road.

©BRIGADE GROUP

Corporate Social Responsibility

Holidays / Festivals in July

11 Second Saturday (S)

25 Brigade Annual Day
31 Varamahalakshmi Vratha (R)

S—State
C—Central 
R—Restricted

For a better quality of life,
upgrade to Brigade
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Over the 22 years of Brigade’s evolution, we 

have taken many initiatives as corporate citizens, 

in Bangalore and Mysore. We have:

road extension in J.P. Nagar, now known as 
Brigade Millennium Road. 

Midtown—to recognise the achievements of 
young people in Karnataka.

Ulsoor.

 

stations, adoption and beautification of parks 

and traffic islands and setting up of public 

toilets.

THE YOUNG ACHIE VER AWARD COMMIT TEE MEMBERS WITH THE WINNERS —
ROHAN BOPANNA AND TE A M GARUDA , R .V.C .E.

STATUE AT UL SOOR

7

Hong Kong
Population: 7.2 mn, Area: 1,100 sq km

Separated from mainland China by a natural harbour, Hong Kong is 
located on the Pearl River delta, overlooking the South China Sea. 
The city comprises Hong Kong Island, Kowloon, the New Territories 
and the Outer Islands. The city is a Special Administrative Region 
of the People’s Republic of China and is permitted its own political, 
social and economic systems. English remains an official language 
and the border with China is preserved.

Hong Kong can trace its history back to 221 BC and the Qin 
Dynasty. The Chinese lost control of the area during the Opium 
Wars of the 19th century.  According to the peace terms drawn up 
in 1841, Hong Kong Island was ceded to Britain and—except for 
a four year period of Japanese occupation during World War II—it 
remained under their power until the 1997 handover.

One of the most densely populated places in the world, Hong 
Kong has a unique flavour that reflects its native Chinese culture, 
British colonial history and 
immigrant influence. This is seen 
in the diversity of its festivals, 
traditions, cuisine, cinema, music 
and arts. The term ‘east meets west’ 
may have been created with Hong 
Kong in mind.

This lively, wealthy, expensive 
and industrious city has all the excitement and accruements of any 
western metropolis: expansive transportation facilities, hotels and 
convention centres, skyscrapers, expressways, stores, restaurants, 
clubs, museums, theatres, parks—even floating restaurants and 
a Disneyland. It can boast of the world’s longest covered outdoor 
escalator (which transports thousands of people everyday and 
has spawned its own ‘escalator culture’, set around the cafés and 
restaurants that have grown alongside). Nathan Road is considered 
the equivalent of Fifth Avenue or the Champs Elysées. Modern 
architectural landmarks, like I.M. Pei’s Bank of China Tower and the 
International Finance Centre, stand alongside colonial buildings and 
churches, traditional temples, pagodas, markets, and monasteries.

The “Wall Street of Asia” is the world’s eighth-largest trading 
economy and unashamedly capitalist. The economy is now largely 
service-based and it is a major centre for business, real estate, 
insurance and banking—as well as a conduit for China’s burgeoning 
exports. Tourism, advertising and publishing are some of its biggest 
industries and it is one of the world’s leading exporters of toys, 
garments, consumer electronics and watches.

Dragon Dance

Ph: +91-80-4046 7600 / 4137 9200    Fax: +91-80-4137 9320    enquiry@brigadegroup.com

brigadegroup.com
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GANESH CHATURTHI /
SWARNAGOWRI VRATHA

INDEPENDENCE
DAY

San Francisco: Oakland Bay Bridge illuminated at dusk.

©BRIGADE GROUP

Brigade’s luxury hotels… 
with international associates

Holidays / Festivals in August

5 Yajur Upakarma (R)

6 Rig Upakarma (R)

7 Shab-e-barat (R)

8 Second Saturday (S)

13 Sri Krishna Janmashtami (R)

15 Independence Day (C, S)

23 Ganesh Chaturthi (C, S) / Swarnagowri Vratha (R)

S—State
C—Central 
R—Restricted

In a pioneering initiative, Brigade 

has entered into arrangements with 

international hospitality brands like 

Starwood Asia Pacific Hotels & Resorts for 

its Sheraton Bangalore and Sheraton Mysore 

hotels; and with Intercontinental Hotels 

Group (IHG) for the Holiday Inn, Bangalore 

International Airport.

Strategically located within the premises 

of Brigade Gateway, a lifestyle enclave, 

Sheraton Bangalore Hotel will be connected 

to the North Star Office Tower and Orion 

Mall & Multiplex by sky-bridges and will feature: four restaurants, a ball 

room, banqueting facilities, health club, the renowned Angsana spa, and 

much more. The Sheraton Mysore hotel will be Mysore’s first 5-star hotel 

featuring excellent business facilities, restaurants, hospitality space and 

banqueting facilities. The Holiday Inn at Devanahalli is located very close 

to the Bangalore International Airport. Resorts at Chikmagalur and Kerala 

are planned, as also a hotel in Chennai.

SHER ATON BANGALORE HOTEL  
@ BR IGADE GATEWAY

Sunday 4:30 - 6:00 p.m.
Monday 7:30 - 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday 3:00 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday 12:00 - 1:30 p.m.
Thursday 1:30 - 3:00 p.m.
Friday 10:30 - 12:00 noon
Saturday 9:00 - 10:30 a.m.R
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San Francisco
Population: 3.4 mn, Area: 1,364 sq km

San Francisco lies at the tip of a slim peninsula, with the Pacific 
Ocean to the west, San Francisco Bay (sprinkled with 15 islands, 
including the once-infamous Alcatraz) to the east, and the Golden 
Gate to the north. The city is surrounded by the Sierra Nevada 
mountains, redwood forests, stretches of desert, vineyards…

Its beautiful setting, unique atmosphere, solid economic base 
and pleasant weather make San Francisco one of the most livable 
cities in the USA. San Francisco is also one of the country’s most 
densely populated and most international cities (according to 

estimates, nearly 40% of its residents were 
born overseas). San Francisco is “like an 
eternal world’s fair, it’s all happening in San 
Francisco, and everyone’s invited”. The arts, 
performing arts and media have flowered in 
this atmosphere.

This centre of liberal activism—famous 
for its ‘anything goes’ attitude and exciting 
counter-cultures and movements—was 
once a Spanish settlement, in which a fort 
and mission were established in 1776. 
Independence from Spain was followed 

by a brief period of Mexican control, after which the city came 
into American hands in 1846. The California Gold Rush saw San 
Francisco metamorphosing from village to boom city. Fortunately, 
it survived later devastation by earthquake and fire, to sparkle even 
brighter than before.

The city is known and loved for its up-and-down streets of 
seemingly impossible gradients, waterfront scenes, culturally rich 
streetscapes, vibrant mixed-use neighbourhoods, theatres and 
museums and a countless variety of restaurants, stores, boutiques, 
cafés and nightclubs. However, the two most representative and 
recognisable symbols of San Francisco may be its cable car system 
and Golden Gate Bridge. The former is the last permanently 
operational manually-operated cable car system in the world and is 
served by vintage trams. And the Golden Gate Bridge is a suspension 
bridge across the Golden Gate, where the San Francisco Bay opens 
into the Pacific Ocean.

San Francisco is the financial capital of the West Coast, a major 
tourist destination (it recorded over 16 million visitors in 2007), 
international port, and the gateway to Silicon Valley. It is also an 
increasingly important biotechnology and biomedical hub and 
research centre.

Ph: +91-80-4043 8000       bhavna@brigadegroup.com       brigadehospitality.com

Cable car and Alcatraz in 
the background
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MAHANAVAMI / 
AYUDHA POOJA

VIJAYADASAMI

Berlin: “Berlin Monument” on Tauentzienstrasse, in the city’s shopping area.

©BRIGADE GROUP

Brigade Hospitality: 
Forthcoming Resorts and Spas

Holidays / Festivals in September

2 Tiru Onam (R)

3 Ananthapadmanabha Vratha (C, S)

12 Second Saturday (S)

17 Shab-e-Quadar (R)

18 Mahalaya Amavasya (C, S) / Jumat-ul-vida (R)

21 Ramzaan (C, S)

27 Mahanavami / Ayudha Pooja (C, S)

28 Vijayadasami (C, S)

S—State
C—Central 
R—Restricted

After its success in 

managing serviced 

residences, clubs and 

a convention centre, 

Brigade Hospitality 

has now forayed into 

resorts and spas, in 

collaboration with 

world-class hospitality 

service providers.

 

A few of Brigade’s upcoming resorts and spas include:

EMERGENCY SERVICES: Police 100      Fire 101      Ambulance 102  
FIRE FIGHTING SERVICE: Central Control  22971600, 22971550

HEALTH 
: Rotary- 25293486, 25287903 

CTC Sanjeevani 1062 
HOSMAT  25593796/7 

Mallya Hospital  22277979, 22242325 
41994444, 66214444 

Columbia Asia Hospital  39898969 (Yeshwantapur), 41791000 (Hebbal)

: 23333333, 69999999 (all India)

RADIO TAXI SERVICES: 23237191/2, 23238899

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS (BANGALORE)

Ph: +91-80-4043 8000       bhavna@brigadegroup.com       brigadehospitality.com
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Berlin
Population: 3.4 mn, Area: 890 sq km

Located in north-eastern Germany, in the heart of the European 
Union, Berlin is the capital of the country, its largest city and only 
truly international metropolis.

Berlin has been a capital city for about 250 years: first of the 
Kingdom of Prussia (1701-1918) and then the German Empire  
(1871-1918), the Weimar Republic (1919-1933) and the Third Reich 
(1933-1945). After World War II, Berlin was divided into two cities—
East Berlin became the capital of East Germany, while West Berlin 
became a Western enclave—separated by the infamous Berlin Wall. 

In a dramatic development in 1989, 
the Berlin Wall was torn down and 
reunification took place a year later.

Berlin’s architecture and 
cityscape reflect its history, with the 
old and the new existing in pleasing 
harmony. The Potsdamer Platz, 
the busiest square in Europe in the 

1930s, has been brought to life and is full of shops, restaurants, bars 
and entertainment venues. The Reichstag or Parliament building now 
features a huge glass dome—symbolising the new transparency in 
German politics. The East Side Gallery, a stretch of The Wall covered 
with inspiring artwork, is another symbol of new hope. The historical 
charm of Berlin has been preserved, as seen in grand architecture, 
parks and gardens, charming old streets and public spaces and 
museums and other institutions.

Berlin has emerged as one of Europe’s most culturally vibrant 
cities and a focal point for those drawn to a liberal lifestyle, 
alternative culture and modern zeitgeist. The city is famous for its 
festivals, world-class theatre and opera performances, contemporary 
arts, exhilarating nightlife and high quality of living. The city has a 
profusion of museums and galleries.

Once again a city on the cutting-edge, Berlin is a power centre 
in German, European and world affairs. It exerts a major influence in 
politics, science, technology, commerce, culture, media, architecture 
and the arts. Tourism is on the rise. The city attracts investment from 
all over Europe. And while its economy is primarily based on the 
service sector (encompassing a diverse range of creative industries, 
media corporations, environmental services and congress and 
convention venues), the success of many key industries—including 
electronics, manufacturing and information technology—speak of an 
even brighter economic future ahead.

Brandenburg Gate
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BALI PADYAMI

NARAKA  
CHATURDASI

GANDHI  
JAYANTHI

Sydney: The Sydney Opera House by night.

©BRIGADE GROUP

Celebrate with Brigade Hospitality

Holidays / Festivals in October

2 Gandhi Jayanthi (C, S)

10 Second Saturday (S)
17 Naraka Chaturdasi (C, S) 
18 Tula Sankramana (R) 
19 Bali Padyami (C, S)

S—State
C—Central 
R—Restricted

Located within Brigade Millennium enclave, J.P. Nagar 7th Phase,  

the MLR Convention Centre and The Woodrose together present a suite 

of delightful venues, with a unique modular plan and flexible services,  

to cater to celebrations of every scale and size.

The Woodrose  

 

The MLR Convention Centre  

 

 

Ph: 

woodroseclub.com
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Sydney
Population:  4.3 mn, Area: 12,140 sq km

Set on Australia’s south-east coast, between the mountains and the 
sea, Sydney has one of the world’s most beautiful harbours (crowned 
by the landmark Sydney Opera House and Harbour Bridge, and 
famously dotted with sailing boats), numerous inland waterways 

and national parks, golden beaches 
and, further inland, the magnificent 
slopes of the Blue Mountains. 

Set up as a British penal colony 
in 1788, Sydney saw rapid, large-
scale development in the following 
decades. Sydney is Australia’s first 
port; its oldest, largest and most 

populous city; the economic and financial capital of the country; a 
centre for the arts and a major international tourist destination. It has 
hosted a variety of international events and is the base of Australia’s 
most important banks, institutions and corporate headquarters.

In modern Sydney, small Victorian structures stand alongside 
towering concrete, steel and glass skyscrapers. Australia’s oldest 
scientific institution, the 74-acre Royal Botanic Gardens, is located 
in the heart of the city. Bondi, voted one of the world’s most perfect 
beaches, is just 15 minutes from the city centre.

The ‘Queen of the Pacific Rim’ is considered one of the world’s 
most livable cities. Sydney is a multi-cultural city, with people from 
180 nations, speaking 140 languages. Sydneysiders, as the city’s 
residents are known, share many common interests, one of which 
is sports: surfing, swimming, yachting and scuba diving. Cricket is a 
national passion, as are rugby and football. Museums, galleries and 
theatres are part of the urban landscape and mind space.

History is preserved in places like The Rocks—Sydney’s historical 
birthplace and now a tourist destination—and showcased in events 
and exhibitions focusing on the country’s indigenous Aborigine 
culture. Furthering the sense of cultural life in the city are the annual 
international festivals that include concerts (from opera to jazz, and 
everything in between), theatrical productions and art exhibitions. 
Top of the line shopping, a wide range of restaurants and a buzzing 
nightlife add the finishing touch.

The city is home to an internationally acclaimed performing 
arts centre: the Sydney Opera House. Considered one of the most 
distinctive 20th century buildings in the world, it was conceived by 
Danish architect Jørn Utzon. It won the Pritzker Prize—architecture’s 
highest honour—in 2003 and was declared a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site in 2007.

Bondi Beach
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KANNADA
RAJYOTSAVA

Vancouver: The 5-sailed Canada Place (left), overlooking the Burrard Inlet (North Pacific Ocean).

©BRIGADE GROUP

Brigade Homestead

S—State
C—Central 
R—Restricted

Brigade Homestead is Bangalore’s first chain of professionally managed 

Serviced Residences. After a successful stint at managing accommodation- 

related services, Brigade Hospitality extended its operations into clubs and 

convention centres, with the launch of The Woodrose, an exclusive club and 

the MLR Convention Centre, a state-of-the-art facility, both in J.P. Nagar.

Today, with an inventory of 250 apartments at prime locations across 

Bangalore, Brigade Homestead is ready to move to the next level—with the 

launch of Mercure Homestead Residences, in a management contact with 

French hospitality gaint, Accor. Mercure Homestead Residences also feature 

an all day dining restaurant, 12th Main. The 12th Main will provide a unique 

experience and new horizons in food and beverage and will be a benchmark 

in terms of quality, consistency and creativity.

Facilities at Brigade Homestead include:
 

 

Serviced residences across Bangalore.

BRIGADE HOSPITALITY SERVICES LIMITED
Corp. offices: 82, 2nd floor, Hulkul Brigade Centre, 
Next to Bangalore Club, Lavelle Road, Bangalore 560 001.

Ph: +91-80-4043 8000 / 2222 0966 / 67 / 68 
bhavna@brigadegroup.com / enquiry@homesteadbangalore.com

homesteadbangalore.com
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Vancouver
Population: 1.9 mn, Area: 114.67 sq km

Tucked away in the southwest corner of Canada, Vancouver basks 
in the natural beauty of snow-capped mountain ranges, ocean inlets 
and the deep delta formed by the Fraser River entering the Strait of 
Georgia.

Coastal Indians are said to have lived in the region as far back 
as 500 BC. But the city saw its first large influx in the Fraser Canyon 
Gold Rush of the 1860s and was officially founded—as a sawmill 
settlement named Granville—in the 1870s. Granville was renamed 
in honour of its founder, British naval captain George Vancouver, in 
1886.

Vancouver is the third largest city in Canada and the largest in 
the province of British Columbia. Its port—North America’s gateway 
for Asia-Pacific trade—is Canada’s largest and most diversified, 
trading more than $43 billion in goods with more than 90 trading 
economies every year. The city’s economy has traditionally relied on 
forestry, mining, fishing and agriculture.  In recent years, Vancouver 
has diversified: it now has vibrant service and tourism industries, is 
a centre for software development and biotechnology, has reputed 
educational and research institutions and is the third-largest film 
production centre in North America.

The city’s ethnic diversity (44 percent of its population are 
visible minorities) has led it to be named a “city of neighbourhoods”. 
It has a large Chinese, Japanese, South Asian. Italian and Greek 
population—52% of city residents have a first language other than 
English.  Vancouver’s Chinatown is second only to San Francisco’s.

Vancouver is consistently 
ranked one of the three most livable 
cities in the world. Its mild climate; 
numerous beaches, 180+ parks, 
waterfronts and mountain backdrop; 
and cultural and multi-ethnic mix 
give it a unique character.  Outdoor 
recreational activities are popular 

(Vancouver has a low adult obesity rate of 12% compared to the 
national average of 23%). And it is home to excellent restaurants, 
shopping, a superb library and performing arts complex, a safe, 
walkable downtown core with a plethora of glass-fronted skyscrapers 
and a world-class museum. A symphony orchestra, as well as 
opera, theatre and dance companies place it at the cutting edge 
of contemporary arts. Vancouver will be hosting the 2010 Winter 
Olympic and Paralympic Games.

Holidays / Festivals in November

1 (S)

(R)
(R)

(S)
28 Bakrid (C, S)

Dr Sun Yat Sen Chinese Garden

november—Back B r i g a d e  g r o u p ’ s  C a l e n d a r  2 0 0 9
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Zurich: The Limmat River, the Fraumünster Church (right) and the Grossmünster Church (left).

FOR MORE ON CITIES PLEASE TURN OVER

©BRIGADE GROUP

Zurich
Population: 0.83 mn, Area: 91.88 sq km

Zurich lies in the heart of Europe and the centre of Switzerland. The 
city is located on the northern shore of Lake Zurich, at the mouth 
of the River Limmat, in a valley defined by woods, flowers, quaint 
villages and towns. The snow-covered Alps provide a postcard-pretty 
backdrop.

The earliest known settlement at Zurich dates back to 15 BC, 
when it was a Roman customs post known as Turicum. The town 
soon grew into a city and, in the 16th century, became the first 
Swiss city to adopt the reformation. After a period of relative 
decline, Zurich was reinvented and revived: becoming Switzerland’s 

economic capital in the late 19th 
century. It has grown from strength 
to strength earning the title of “the 
city of bankers in a country of 
banks”.

Zurich now produces one-fifth 
of the country’s income. A stable 
economy and favorable political 

conditions have made the city Switzerland’s financial engine. Zurich 
has the world’s fourth-biggest stock exchange and is a major seat of 
foreign investment and international and offshore banking. Insurance 
companies are a part of the strong financial ground of the city. Its 
economy also includes service industries, high-tech computer 
development, life sciences and diplomacy. Zurich is a centre for 
knowledge, learning and research and has produced 21 Nobel 
prizewinners.

Zurich is also known as the cultural capital of the country. It has 
over 50 museums and over 100 art galleries; the opera, chamber and 
symphony orchestras; theatres and informal performance spaces; and 
is one of the world’s leading centres of the international art trade.

And finally, Zurich is a vibrant, beautiful, multicultural city. It 
is home to people of 160 nationalities, and languages commonly 
spoken include German, English, French and Italian. It is also a very 
pretty city, which retains its 19th century charm while offering a 
lively, even flamboyant, lifestyle. Traditional markets, old churches 
and botanical parks exist alongside exclusive high-fashion boutiques, 
rocking nightlife venues and well planned pedestrian-only areas. And 
with mountains and water all round, outdoor activities are a natural 
and enjoyable complement to life in the city. It is no wonder that 
Zurich consistently ranks as the city offering best quality of life in the 
world.

Holidays / Festivals in December

3 Huthari (R)

12 Second Saturday (S)

25 Christmas (C, S)

28 Last Day of Muharram (C, S)

S—State
C—Central 
R—Restricted

The Brigade Foundation is a charitable trust that has established two schools:

The first is The Brigade School @ Brigade Millennium Campus, which rapidly 

earned the reputation of being an institution of excellence and currently has over 

1000 students.

The Brigade International School, near Brigade Metropolis, is the second 

school. It is scheduled to start in 2009, with classes extending from Nursery to  

Std 7. The school will offer the academic environment and infrastructure needed to 

ensure that student life is a truly international experience.

Also coming up, is a third school scheduled to open in 2010 in the Brigade 

Gateway Campus. Our schools provide the holistic, inspiring and empowering 

education you want your child to have. We invite you to explore our website, to 

select the school with the location and curriculum that best suits your needs.

Ph: +91-80-4130 1390 / 6560 2626       Fax: +91-80-4130 1391 
enquiry@brigadeschools.org       brigadeschools.org

Administrative Office: Brigade Foundation, 34, Cunningham Road, Bangalore 560 052.
Ph: +91-80-4114 8397 / 98

BR IGADE INTERNAT IONAL SCHOOL
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 angalore is a city that is 
especially dear to us at 
Brigade Group. We began 
operations here, are 
headquartered in the city 
and have an enormous 
sense of being a part of 
its soul and rhythm.

Bangalore as it was…
Bangalore is a city that seems to have had everything going 
for it: a wonderful climate, beautiful gardens and greenery 
(apart from the famous Lalbagh and Cubbon Park, even today 
it has over 600 well-maintained corporation parks) and a 
welcoming, accepting atmosphere. Historically, the city was 
a base for higher education, home to premier institutions like 
the Indian Institute of Science, Raman Research Institute and 
the University College of Engineering. Major public sector 
organisations like HMT, HAL, ITI and BEL chose Bangalore 
as their base in the post-independence era; others like NAL 
and ISRO followed suit in more recent times. Information 
technology, and the services it enabled, was to Bangalore what 
the gold rush was to San Francisco. Indian and multinational 
companies, startups, entrepreneurs and venture capitalists all 
flocked to ‘India’s Silicon Valley’.

…what it became...
The city grew too fast for its own good. With the lack of proper 
town planning, cracks started appearing everywhere: civic 
infrastructure problems, traffic too heavy for existing systems, 
power and water shortages, high cost of living, increasing 
crime rates and security threats. Maybe worst of all, Bangalore 
lost its regional and cultural identity to faux cosmopolitanism, 
where rejection of the local passed for having a world view. 
Globalisation was creating a large upper middle class, seemed 
to be marginalising everyone who did not belong to it and was 
erasing the historical and cultural identity of the city.

...and what it could be
With all its fast-growth pains, Bangalore continues to be one 
of the finest cities in India. But does it have the potential to 
be a great city? Long-term, broad-based thinking can civilise 
and democratise development and growth, enabling better 
infrastructure, regular and clean water and power supply, 
efficient public transportation and a better quality of living. 
The latter would take into account the tremendous value of 
cultural experience and allow for adequate infrastructure for 
theatre, films, music and the arts. Yes, Bangalore could be a 
great city in a couple of decades...providing we have the will 
and visionary leadership needed to achieve it.

INDIAN CITIES

BANGALORE

Vidhana Soudha

 ou will notice the absence of any Indian city in the twelve 
sheets that came before this. Many of us might think that—at 
the very least—Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai and Bangalore 
deserve to be there.  After all:

Delhi is a megacity, the political capital of the world’s 
largest democracy and rich in historical value.

Mumbai is another megacity and the financial capital of 
India. Mumbai also has a unique spirit and chutzpah, which is 
especially evident in times of calamity. 

The megacity of Kolkata was the erstwhile capital of British 
India. It is known for arts, culture, intellectual leadership and 
its Bengali identity. 

Chennai is the largest city in South India and a historic and 
vibrant centre of Tamil arts and culture.

And then there is Bangalore: a technology hot spot, in the 
vanguard of India’s economic resurgence, with a salubrious 
climate and high style of living.

There are several compelling reasons they did not ‘make the 
list’. These include the absence of a reasonable quality of life 
for the majority of residents; poor infrastructure and facilities; 
difficulty in setting up a business in the city; and high levels of 
pollution combined with low levels of cleanliness. After all, for 
a city to be great, it has to have two essential ingredients: be 
livable and hold the promise of a better future.
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